PROVERSE POET LAUNCHES BILINGUAL POETRY COLLECTION IN ROMANIA,
JULY 2016.
In Romania, Gillian Bickley attended the 20th annual international festival, “Curtea De Argeş
Poetry Nights”, organised by the International Academy Orient-Occident and held at Curtea De
Argeş, the former capital of Wallachia, not far from Bucharest. Morning events were held at the
George Topîrceanu Culture and Arts Centre (below), and evening events at the Municipal
Museum. The illustrations below show a) Gillian and b) several attendees outside the Culture
and Arts Centre.

Gillian Bickley was an invited poet at the festival, and, at the same time, a bilingual English/
Romanian edition of collected poems selected from her previous poetry collections was
launched. (Four of these five existing poetry collections were previously given, over the years,
publication support by HKADC.)

In the photo of the book-launch (above), we see on the wall the name of Romania’s national
poet, Eminescu. On Gillian’s left, we see the festival artistic director, Carolina Ilica, and on her
right Alina Băiaşu, who interpreted at events and won the affection and appreciation of all for
her willingness to do anything she could to help with any problem or question. We also see, at
the table, next to Carolina Ilica, the festival Director, Mr Dumitru Ion. Below we see, among
others, Gillian’s bilingual book on display (front row, 2nd from the right).

Several evening events were held in the Museum. Invited
poets read their poems from the festival anthology, followed
by a reading in Romanian. Here Gillian reads one of her
poems from the festival anthology.

The local newspaper, Argeşul, founded in 1876, included the
Romanian translation of poems from the Festival Anthology.
One of Gillian’s poems is on the LH side of the 2-page spread,
column 2.

The final evening of the festival, certificates were presented to all attendees. (Below, Gillian
poses with her certificate.)

It was an extremely cordial group at the festival. Two of the poets, Dr Dong Sun and Mr
Heifeng, have already been successfully active in following up from the festival and have
published translations into Chinese of poems from the festival anthology.
Three other poets, published or soon to be published by Proverse, had books launched at the
event, Mary-Jane Newton, Hasan Erkek and Jonathan Locke Hart.
Warm appreciation is extended to the festival organisers, Carolina Ilica and Dumitru Ion for their
indefatigable energy and warm support for poets and poetry.

